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AN AGONIZING dilemma
has been created for Presi-
dent Nixon by the Cominu-
nists’ new seven-point peace
proposal which, when read
cavefully by e:\pmt cyc's is
fully as hard and perhaps
just a hit harder than what
has preceded it from Hanol,

What makes Northh Viet-
nam’s ploy so clever is that
the seven Dpoints seem
softer. That places Mr.
Nixon under growing pres-
sure from the Democratic
opposition, worried Republi-
can polilicians, some admin-
Jstration officials; and the
American public generally
to accept the scven points.

" But careful analysis shows
that even the grudging
White House response (re-
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,layed through press sccre--
{ary Ron Ziegler) that the.

seven points contain “posic
tive, as well as clearly un-

acceptable,
overly charitable,
Ianoi's new peace plan con-
tains no assurance. that
American prisoncrs of war
will be automatically re-
leased beecause of an im-
mediate U.S. troop pullout.
Hanoi still appears to be de-
manding & new government
in Salgon as the ultimate
ransom price for the POWs,

THUS, the dilemma for
the President: to negotiate
gseriously on  the seven
pomts undercuts the Saigon
regime’s hope for survival;

clements” is
Rather,

s

ARt

tr'J J.'eject {he seven points
out of hand threatens MM,
Nixon’s paper-thin popular
support in a war-weary na-
tion, Moreover, this dilemma
js tinged with a double
frany.

First, the intense pohtlcdl
pressure undercutting the
anti-Communist  effort in
South Vietnam coincides
with continued military dif-
ficulties for Cominunist
forces. Suffering acutfe prob-
lems of morale and,logis-
tics, Hanoi's legions could
not soon achieve a military
victory over South Vietnaim-
ese forces still supplied by
the U.S,

Second, the beguiling na-
ture of Hanoi’s seven points
can be traced partly {o the
White  House. Against the
betier judgzment of some

State Departinent officials,”

the 7President tied the
highly emotional POW ques-
ton to the Paris negotia-
tions. For months, expeits
here have expecied Hanoi to
exploit this by, in effect, azk-
ing a high ransom for the
prisoners. Now, the worst
expectations of the experts
have been realized,
Actually, the seven points
do not significantly enlarge
on -lIlanoi’'s past offers
merely to ‘“discuss” POW
release if the U.S, sels a
troop withdrawal deadline.
Point No. 1 merely says that
it the U.S. sets a dale “for
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the withdraw al i‘xom South
Vietnam in 1971 of the to-
tality of U.8. forces,” then
“the parties will at the
same time agree” on a re-
lease of the prisoners, To
hardheaded analysts, this
wording does not guaraniee

. an automatic I1ccmcf of the

POWs.

More important is the

‘meaning of “lotality of U.S.

forees.” Hanoi is not talking
about merely U.S. soldiers
and airmen but also “weap-
ons and war malerials of the
United States” and “all U.S.
bascs in Soutlh Vietnam.” In
other words, Mr., Nixon
would have to condemn to
death the huge, westernized
military machine of South
Vietnam which had been
built to Washington’s speci-
ficatious.

THE CRUCIAL POINT
No. 1 also begins with & de-

.mand for the U.S. to “put an

end to its war of aggression
in  Vietnam.” Does {hat
mean no more sponsorship
of Saigon’s military activity
and, therefore, require a
purge of Presidcnt Nguyen
Van Thieu? Almost surely,
Hanol will demand precise-
ly that before ]7OWS are re-
leased,

Indecd, some experts out-
side the government even
disagree with the Central
Intellizence Ageney’s assess-
ment that at the least, the
Communists 10 10nger de-
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-nist
_clared, just after the seven

Jl a

mand a coalmo governs.
ment . In Saigon. The CIA
view 1s contradicted by a
South Vietnamese Commu-
spokesman  who de-

points were unveiled, that
the coalition government re-
mains an essential goal.

Nor is any scrious cred-

ence given to present prom-

ises by North Vietnamese of-
ficials that they merely
want “an independent neu-
tral South Vietnam.” In {zct,
no serious Hanoiologist
doubis the permanent goal
of a unifed Communist Viet-
nam in the immediate fu-
ture, North Vietnamese
‘leader Pham Van Dong re-
cently expressed’ hope that
the cily of Hanoi “proves it-
self worthy of being the cap-

- ital of the Socialist North at

present and of being the

capital of the enlire couniry

in the future.”

THE COMMUNISTS

count on American war-wea-
riness to overlookthese am-
biguities and contradictions
and, instead, swallow the
secven points whole, So far,
they have been entirely cor-
reel, That establishes a pain-
ful test whether Mr. Nixon
can continue his courageous
consistency on Vietnam in
the face of American public
opinion open

to Hanoi's -
\/blandishments and uninter-

ested In past n"tlonul com- |

mitments.
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